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Listing of Claims: 

1-30. (Cancelled) 

31. (Previously amended) A method for reducing oil segregation in an ANFO explosive 
composition and using the ANFO explosive composition, comprising: 

a) providing an ANFO explosive suitable organic combustible fuel, 
inorganic oxidizer particles comprising ammonium nitrate particles and a chemical 
coupling agent having a long chain aliphatic portion and an epoxy group; 

b) combining the organic combustible fuel and the chemical coupling 
agent to produce a liquid mixture and then combining the liquid mixture with the 
inorganic oxidizer particles to produce a flowable ANFO explosive comprising inorganic 
oxidizer particles coated with the liquid mixture; 

c) placing the flowable ANFO explosive in a borehole; and, 

d) maintaining the ANFO explosive as flowable until detonation. 

32. (Original) The method as claimed in claim 31 further comprising selecting the 
chemical coupling agent from the group consisting of an epoxidized oil, an ester 
derivative of epoxidized oil, and mixtures thereof. 

33. (Original) The method as claimed in claim 32 further comprising selecting epoxidized 
vegetable oil as the chemical coupling agent. 

34. (Withdrawn) The method as claimed in claim 32 further comprising selecting 
epoxidized fish oil as the chemical coupling agent. 

35. (Original) The method as claimed in claim 31 further comprising selecting a chemical 
coupling agent containing a plurality of epoxy groups per molecule of chemical coupling 
agent. 
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36. (Original) The method as claimed in claim 31 further comprising selecting a chemical 
coupling agent having from 4 to 6 epoxy groups per molecule of chemical coupling 
agent. 

37. (Cancelled) 

38. (Original) The method as claimed in claim 31 further comprising selecting diesel oil 
as the organic combustible fuel. 

39. (Original) The method as claimed in claim 31 further comprising selecting 
ammonium nitrate particles having a density above about 0.86 g/cc as the ammonium 
nitrate particles. 

40. (Original) The method as claimed in claim 31 wherein the ammonium nitrate 
particles substantially comprise particles having diameters in a range of between about 
0.5 to about 4 mm. 

41. (Previously amended) The method as claimed in claim 31 wherein the ammonium 
nitrate particles substantially comprise particles having diameters in a range of between 
about 0.5 to about 1.5 mm. 

42. (Original) The method as claimed in claim 31 further comprising selecting 
ammonium nitrate particles having a density above about 1.00 g/cc as the ammonium 
nitrate particles. 

43. (Original) The method as claimed in claim 31 further comprising selecting a 
compound having an aliphatic potion with from about 14 to about 18 carbon atoms as 
the chemical coupling agent. 

44. (Original) The method as claimed in claim 31 further comprising combining a 
sufficient amount of chemical coupling agent in the ANFO explosive composition such 
that the ANFO explosive composition has an oil separation less than about 1 %. 
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45. (Cancelled) 

46. (withdrawn) The method as claimed in claim 31 wherein step (a) comprises 
providing the inorganic oxidizer particles and the organic combustible fuel in a weight 
ratio of about 94 to 6. 

47. (Cancelled) 

48. (Previously presented) The method as claimed in claim 31 wherein step (a) 
comprises selecting at least one of fuel oil, heating oil, diesel fuel, jet fuel, kerosene, 
mineral oil, corn oil, saturated fatty acids and an alcohol as the organic combustible fuel. 

49. (Previously presented) The method as claimed in claim 31 wherein step (a) 
comprises selecting diesel fuel as the organic combustible fuel. 

50. (Cancelled) 

51. (Previously Amended) The method as claimed in claim 31, wherein when the 
organic combustible fuel, ammonium nitrate particles, and chemical coupling agent are 
combined, the epoxy group is in an unopened state. 

52. (cancelled) 

53. (Previously Presented) The method as claimed in claim 31, further comprising 
detonating the flowable ANFO explosive. 

54. (Previously Presented) The method as claimed in claim 31, wherein step (d) has a 
duration of between 1 hour and 14 days. 

55. (Previously Presented) The method as claimed in claim 31, further comprising 
storing the flowable ANFO explosive prior to placing the flowable ANFO explosive into 
the borehole. 
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56. (Previously Presented) The method as claimed in claim 31, wherein during step (d), 
the flowable ANFO explosive exhibits an oil separation of less than 1%. 

REMARKS/ARGUMENTS 

Applicant has concurrently filed a Request for Continued Examination and a request for 
a one-month extension of time. Accordingly, Applicant respectfully submits that this 
Response is timely filed. Please charge our deposit account number 02-2095 in the 
amount of $940.00, which comprises the extension of time fee ($130.00) and the RCE 
fee ($810.00). Please also charge any additional fees that may be required, or credit 
any overpayment, to our deposit account. 

Claim Status 

Claims 31, 41, and 51 were previously amended. Claims 48, 49, and 53-56 were 
previously presented. Claims 32, 33, 35, 36, 38-40, 42-44 are in their original state. 
Claims 1-30, 37, 45, 47, 50, and 52 have been cancelled. Claims 34 and 46 are 
withdrawn. 

Claim Rejections 35 USC §102 

In the Office Action, the Examiner stated that claims 1-33, 35, 36, 38, 43, 44, 48, 49, 51 , 
53, and 56 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Brionnes et al. 
(GB2120228). 

Applicant respectfully notes that claims 1-30 were previously cancelled. Accordingly, 
the rejection of claims 1-30 is moot and will not be addressed herein. The rejection of 
claims 31-33, 35, 36, 38, 43, 44, 48, 49, 51, 53, and 56 is respectfully traversed, as 
follows: 

1. The Examiner Has Not Made a Proper Rejection 



